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TIA Category 8 cabling standard approved

The ANSI/TIA-568-C.2-1 specifications for Category 8 cabling has completed the balloting and approval

process. Its publication is expected soon.

Jun 14th, 2016

The Telecommunications Industry Association (TIA) TR-42 Telecommunications

Cabling Systems Engineering Committee has approved the ANSI/TIA-568-C.2-1
specifications for Category 8 cabling systems. The document is now awaiting
publication and is likely to be available soon. The Category 8 standard document
was developed by the TR-42.7 Telecommunications Copper Cabling Systems
Subcommittee.

The TR-42 Committee and its subcommittees are meeting the week of June 13-17 in
Portland, OR. During the TR-42 opening plenary session on June 13, the TR-42.7
Subcommittee’s report included the news that since the last TR-42 meeting (which
was held in late January), the Category 8 standard “has been approved for

publication, expected soon”

Category 8 cabling infrastructure has been designed to support short-distance
(between 5 and 30 meters) runs of 25- or 40-Gbit/sec transmission. In October
2015 we published this article titled “Category 8 Questions Answered,” in which we
relayed information supplied by several members of TIA TR-42.7. One question we
asked was, “What communication or collaboration is taking place between the TIA
and the IEEE—particularly the 802.3bq Task Force—to ensure the TIA's Category 8
specifications are in concert with the IEEE’'s 40GBase-T and 25GBase-T
specifications?” To that question, CommScope’s Masood Shariff responded, “The
IEEE 802.3bq Task Force is collaborating with TIA TR-42.7 and ISO/IEC/JTC 1/SC
25/WG3 to ensure consistency and compatibility of the cabling specifications
within the ‘link segment’ specifications in IEEE 802.3bq applications. Liaison letters
to clarify requirements or provide additional information are generated at most
meetings and latest drafts of the TIA and ISO Category 8 specifications are sent to
the IEEE 802.3bq committee, where they are posted in a ‘private; password-
protected area for members to review and comment. The relationship between the
IEEE 802.3bq and its companion cabling standards organizations has been very
positive and constructive, with several common members attending the meetings.”

As the IEEE continues to work toward its 25GBase-T and 40GBase-T specifications,
the TIA's Category 8 cabling specs to support those applications are now final. But
this significant milestone is not by any means the proverbial end of the line for
Category 8 cabling. The next wave of development will be products coming onto
the market. We will continue our efforts to stay in close touch with the industry’s
suppliers and bring you news of Category 8 component and system introductions.
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10G PON surge helps fuel 18% YOY
broadband spending growth: Dell'Oro

Sales of PON OLT ports, especially the 10G PON kind,
proved the primary catalyst, while XGS-PON OLT
spending jumped by more than 400% versus the year-
ago quarter.

Jun 24th, 2021
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Report: U.S. can fix urgent broadband needs
via proposed infrastructure funds

ian have developed detailed
analyses to help federal policymakers prioritize
broadband infrastructure funding.
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Boingo Private Networks pulls in diverse
wireless technologies for enterprises

Leveraging 5G, LTE, CBRS, and multi-access
edge computing (MEC) technologies, Boingo says its
private network platform transforms enterprise digital
operations, drives operational efficiency and securely
connects smart devices and laT.

Jun 24th, 2021

Standards

Analog Devices targets long-reach Industrial
Ethernet for last-mile connectivity

Aimed at process, factory and building automation
applications, new long-reach Industrial Ethernet MAC
PHY and PHY devices adhere to the 10BASE-TIL
Fthernet standard for operation over a single twisted-
pair of Ethernet cables.

Jun 17th, 2021
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3 keys to next-generation building
management systems

Learn how a modern BMS platform can benefit
stakeholders by being a more open integration
environment that uses 10T, cloud computing, data
analytics, and artificial intelligence technologies to get
more out of available resources and connected systems.
Jun 16th, 2021
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GRC declares August 'Data Center Liquid
Cooling Awareness Month'

Green Revolution Cooling say Liquid Immers
Cooling Awareness Month is intended to further educate
the data center community on the technology and its
advantage over air-cooled facilities.

Jun 10th, 2021
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Belden aims CIC initiative at Industrial
Automation customers

Belden has launched the first of its Customer Innovation
Centers to advance Industrial Automation network
solutions through collaboration. The company's
Stuttgart, Germany facility is the first of five slated to
open over the next 12 months.

Jun 11th, 2021
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Lower power 400G active electrical cables
boost reach for data centers, HPC

At the virtual OFC 2021, Point 2 Technology introduced
its first 400GBASE-SR4 Active Electrical Cable (AEC) for
use in Distributed Disaggregated Chassis (DDC)
employed in data centers and high-performance
computer (HPC) systems.

Jun 10th, 2021
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Platinum Tools unveils new keystone
couplers

Now shipping in shielded and unshielded versions, the
company claims its new keystone couplers terminate in
half the time of standard keystones. The product will be
featured at ISC West 2021 (July 19-21) in Las Vegas.

Platinum Tools Jun 17th, 2021
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CommScope unveils NOVUX line of service
provider fiber deployment products

New hardened FTTH terminals, compact closures, and
SEC and SRC specialty closures are specifically designed
to help service providers efficiently deploy fiber
networks.

CommScope Jun 10th, 2021

Access Hardware Supply hosting free virtual tradeshow on June 22

The online AHS Virtual Trade Show will feature access control products and systems demanstrations, prize

givaways and a live Q&A session.
Jun 10th, 2021
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SCTE seeks nominations for cable industry awards

Nominations for eight prestigious cable honors are due by July 1, with award winners to be announced

during Cable-Tec Expo 2021,
Jun 9th, 2021
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NeoPhotonics marks QSFP-DD, OSFP 400ZR coherent modules for general

avi

bility

The optical trans

s have completed re

lity qualification and have passed 2000 hours of High

Temperature Operating Life (HTOL) as well as other salient tests per Telcordia requirements, the company

stated.
Jun 9th, 2021
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Hengtong Rockley demos 800G QSFP-DD800 DR8 pluggable optical module
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